Google 



This is a digital copy of a book that was preserved for generations on library shelves before it was carefully scanned by Google as part of a project 
to make the world's books discoverable online. 

It has survived long enough for the copyright to expire and the book to enter the public domain. A public domain book is one that was never subject 
to copyright or whose legal copyright term has expired. Whether a book is in the public domain may vary country to country. Public domain books 
are our gateways to the past, representing a wealth of history, culture and knowledge that's often difficult to discover. 

Marks, notations and other marginalia present in the original volume will appear in this file - a reminder of this book's long journey from the 
publisher to a library and finally to you. 

Usage guidelines 

Google is proud to partner with libraries to digitize public domain materials and make them widely accessible. Public domain books belong to the 
public and we are merely their custodians. Nevertheless, this work is expensive, so in order to keep providing this resource, we have taken steps to 
prevent abuse by commercial parties, including placing technical restrictions on automated querying. 

We also ask that you: 

+ Make non- commercial use of the files We designed Google Book Search for use by individuals, and we request that you use these files for 
personal, non-commercial purposes. 

+ Refrain from automated querying Do not send automated queries of any sort to Google's system: If you are conducting research on machine 
translation, optical character recognition or other areas where access to a large amount of text is helpful, please contact us. We encourage the 
use of public domain materials for these purposes and may be able to help. 

+ Maintain attribution The Google "watermark" you see on each file is essential for informing people about this project and helping them find 
additional materials through Google Book Search. Please do not remove it. 

+ Keep it legal Whatever your use, remember that you are responsible for ensuring that what you are doing is legal. Do not assume that just 
because we believe a book is in the public domain for users in the United States, that the work is also in the public domain for users in other 
countries. Whether a book is still in copyright varies from country to country, and we can't offer guidance on whether any specific use of 
any specific book is allowed. Please do not assume that a book's appearance in Google Book Search means it can be used in any manner 
anywhere in the world. Copyright infringement liability can be quite severe. 

About Google Book Search 



Google's mission is to organize the world's information and to make it universally accessible and useful. Google Book Search helps readers 
discover the world's books while helping authors and publishers reach new audiences. You can search through the full text of this book on the web 

at http : / /books . qooqle . com/ 



/ 



A CATALOGUE 



THE MOST EMINENTLY VENERABLE 

OF THE 

ROMAN CATHOLIC CHURCH; 

Collected by 

THE PIOUS CARE OF THEIR HOLINESSES THE POPES, 
THE MOST AUGUST EMPERORS, KINGS, PRINCES, AND PRELATES, 
OF THE CHRISTIAN WORLD: 

WHICH ARE TO BE DISPOSED OF BY AUCTION, AT THE CHURCH OF MINT 
PETER'S AT ROME, THE 1ST OF JUNE, 1753, BY ORDER OF THE POPE, 

For the Benefit of a young Gentleman of great Rank. 



COMMUNICATED BY A PERSON OF DISTINCTION NOW AT ROME, 

Iu a Letter to the Right Hon. the of . 

Reprinted from the Edition of 1752, and 
EDITED BY JOSEPHUS TELA. 



LONDON: 

PRINTED FOR THE PROPRIETOR, 

By Jas. Adlard and Sons, 23, Bartholomew Close j 
PUBLISHED BY J. SOUTF.R, 73, ST. PAULS CHURCH-YAK D, \ M) TO 
BE HAD OF EVERY BOOKSELLER IN THE UNITED KINGDOM. 

• 1818. 



Digitized by Google 



Digitized by Google 



ADVERTISEMENT BY THE EDITOR. 



The Editor's chief motive fof publishing this Cata- 
logue in the Philosophical Library, is to expose the 
idolatries, superstitions, and priestcraft, of the Popes 
and the church of Rome ; but riot, in any manner 
whatsoever, to ridicule the true Catholic religion of 
Christ, or its sincere believers.* His only aim is to 

* The Editor is, as he has expressed himself in a former Num- 
ber, a professed friend of all religious sects, and of the whole human 
race, whether Pagans, Jews, Christians, or Mahometans, who are 
of a mild and non-persecuting spirit ; and is very far from con- 
demning either, or any of them, for their belief in the creeds or 
doctrines of their forefathers : on the contrary, he conceives that 
there is some excuse for the Catholics believing in those dogmatical 
creeds and doctrines of their Popes and the church of Rome, when 
we consider that they are instilled into their mind, by priestcraft, 
from their mother's breast ; .and that, at maturer years, it is almost 
impossible for them to divest themselves of those early prejudices of 
education. But what must all reflecting and sensible Catholics, 
Protestants, and others, think of the folly and credulity of Eng- 
lishmen, in this free and enlightened age, when they shall read in 
the History of England at this period, of an ignorant old woman, 
named Joanna Southcott, having, in the course of about twenty 
years, by her prophecies and illiterate writings, procured above 
fifty thousand adult believers in the indecent absurdity of her be- 
ing miraculously impregnated with the second Shiloh!! Who, 
then, can condemn Catholics, Jews, or Mahometans, for their belief 
in absurd dogmas, who are instructed iu them from their very ear- 
liest childhood? — Not the Editor, they may be assured; — it is only 
the prosecution, by either of them, which he condemns. 
3 
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IV. ADVERTISEMENT. 

open the eyes of all real, good, worthy, and honest 
Catholics in France, Ireland, England, and elsewhere ; 
and, in some measure, to guard them . against the 
artful and Jesuitical insinuations of the Romish 
priests, who, since the dethronement of the Emperor 
Napoleon, begin to swarm afresh in those countries; 
but more particularly in France and the Netherlands. 
The priests, doubtless, hope once more to re-establish 
the power and influence of the Pope and the church 
of Rome; and by that means to reduce the Catholics 
themselves to their former state of ignorance, slavery, 
and degradation. But this can only be done, in any 
country, by the priestcraft either of the Catholic or 
reformed churches : nearly all the priests of every 
religion, in all ages and in all countries, being much 
the same in principle,— namely, that of avarice and 
ambition. The souls of all their flocks might perish 
everlastingly, if they had no prospect of any greater 
rewards than what Christ an&his apostles received for 
preaching the Gospel. 

The reader may rely upon this "Catalogue being 
genuine, as the Editor himself has seen many of those 
holy relics, in Italy and elsewhere, several years after 
they were' sold and dispersed over different parts of 
Europe; with many others not named in this Cata- 
logue, but still held in equal veneration by the igno- 
rant and deluded part of the people. Such were 
those of St. Dennis and of Rheims, &c. in France, 
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A LETTER 

TO fHE RIGHT HON. THE OF 



Rome, Jan. 7, 1752, N. A 

MY LORD; 

The injunction your Lordship laid me under before* 
I left England, (of remitting to you, by way of letter, 
from time to time, whatever I should meet with re- 
markable, curious, or entertaining, in my making 
what is generally understood the tour of Europe,) I 
hope I have hitherto, in a great measure, complied 
with. 

My last was from Venice, which finished what 1 
thought curious in that beautiful city. This your 
Lordship Will see is from Rome, which brings you 
an account of as extraordinary an undertaking* as 
this court has ever attempted, though it seems to be 
the natural soil and climate for projects and miracles 
of all kinds ■-in short, it is nothing less than selling 
by public auction all the vast collection of relics, 
which were brought hither many years since, at dif- 
ferent times ; and particularly when the treasures of 
Italy were heaped up in the castle of St. Angelo; 

This amazing event, of selling publicly those ve- 
nerable remains, which the bigotry and zeal of their 
ancestors had so long held sacred, is occasioned (as 
it is privately whispered about here, but with what 
truth I will not take upon me to say,) by the necessi- 
tous circumstances of a certain young gentleman of 
great rank, whose case has been so strongly and art- 

B 
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fully represented to hii hcJiiesA, that he h&s been 
moved to compassion for him, — insomuch that this 
sale is designed for his supply, ft is palliated, indeed, 
with the pretence. of dispersing such holy and pre- 
cious things through all Christian nations, to increase 
theif devotion and piety, which might otherwise 
sicken and flag for want of such extraordinary in- 
centives. 

It is generally believed thkt this design will btib£ 
in vast treasures, to this young gentleman's great 
relief and comfort; and, as the Pope's managing 
temper, and the rest off the cardinals' high regard for 
strict economy, prevent their squandering thfe trea* 
sures of the see, they have complied with this project 
to raise a large sum out of this holy trumpfery, which 
they begin to be sick of, and to which they find thfe 
devotion of the Italians growing Very cold. 

I remember to have heard that, in the beginning of 
the si xteenth century, Vergerius, who was afterwardfc 
the Pope's nuncio in Germany, w&s employed, by thfe 
Elector of Saxony > to buy up for him many relics of 
the saints in Italy. Accordingly he bought several ; 
but, befofe the relics had been sent to Germany, 
Luther's books and doctrine began to fly about, and 
lessened the value of such delicate wares iso far, ihtfc 
thfe elector ordered him to sell them with great ldss : 
and possibly that is one reason which occasions the 
present sale, since Italy begins to despise them. 

*Fhe Catalogue is riot yet printed ; but I have pro- 
cured the original from the * — — A— r, who designs 
to lay out great sums on them : arid what follows 1 
4iave Copied and translated wry faithfialty from it, 
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adding some few notes of my own, in hopes that it 
will both surprise and entertain you. 

I can venture tq assure yopr Lordship, that, whe- 
ther the relics in the Catalogue be really genuine or 
HP, there are none in it which have not actually been 
maintained by the gravest writers of this church to 
have heen preserved ip the places from whence they 
said to he brought, and , which were not rgligi- 
wsly venerated, not to my adored there. Indeed, 
tfee good Jesuits may have falsified some of them, to 
make their collection more glorious, and raise the 
larger sum : yet I have faith enough to believe they 
are fujly as authentic as most of the originals, which 
these poor Catholics, in different places, preserve so 
religiously, and to which they attribute so much 
sanctity, and even miracles. 

But I will detain your Lordship no longer from 
perusing the Catalogue, than to say I omit the pre- 
face, because it only contains a fulsome, affected 
declamation on the veneration due to relics, and the 
vast preference these deserve above all others ; the 
pfetended reasons of tkw being exposed to $ale, hi 
order to disperse them more equally through the 
Christian wpiW ; and the unquestioned authority 
thege nought to have witfo all good CathoKcs. For 
these, my hotd 9 all are yo*iehed (fts the preface, 
speaks) by the Pope's authentic .inspection and di- 
rection, confirmed by his annexed Bull, (which I al$0; 
<mxi 9 ) and verified before the consistory of cardinals, 
by the due md kgal proflf of haying parsed un- 
tpuohosl and undamaged in the trial by fire.— Rut I 
hasten to the Catalogue. 

b2 
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Of the most sacred and eminently venerable Relict of the Holy 
,* Roman Church, collected by the pious Care of their Holinesset 
the Popes, the most august Emperors, Kings, and Princes 9 
Potentates, and Prelates, of the Christian World, and several 
of them brought to Rome by the vast Care and Expense of the 
most Reverend Fathers the Jesuits. All which "are now to be 
disposed of by Auction, for the general Benefit and Emolument 
of tip Christian Wor\d, (it the Church of St. Peter's, at Rome 9 
on the 1st of Jufie, 1753, from Eleven in tfie Morning till Four 
in the Afternoon, and continue till all are sold. 
N. B. The whole of these said most precious Relics, with their 
i proper Vouchers, and Certificates of Verification, and his Holi- 
ness's Bull for their being true authentic ' Originals, may be 
viewed and examined (but not handled) at the Church of St. 
Peter's aforesaid, by all Ambassadors, Prelates, and Persons 
of Quality, and proper Credit, Condition } and Character, till 
the Day of Sale. 



The ark of the covenant ; the cross of the good thief: 
both somewhat worm-eaten. 

Judas's lanthorn, a little scorched ; the dice the 
Soldiers played with when they cast lots on our' Sa- 
viour's garment : from Umbri&tico, in Calabria. - 

The tail of Balaam's ass, that spoke when she saw 
the angel. 

St. Joseph's axe, saw, and hammer, *and a few 
nails he had not driven : a little rust-eaten. 

St. Christopher's stone-boat, and St. Anthony's 
mill-stone, on which he sailed to Muscovy. 
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" The loaves of bread turned into stone by St. Bfo- 
Tiiface, on a soldier's denying him a piece of ohe of 
them when he was starving ; for which he suffered 
f&artyrdom as a sorcerer. 

Our blessed Saviour's teeth, hair, and prseputium, 
(emptum Charomi;) another prseputium, (emptum 
Aquisgrani,) brought thither by an angel from Jeru- 
salem. — N.B. In all such cases erf duplicates, equally 
well vouched and verified, it is left to the faith of thd 
buyer which deserves the preference : but the prae- 
putium vouched by Cardinal Tolet to be kept at 
Calcata, in the church of St. Cornelius and Cyprian; 
and that other of Podium; as well as that preserved 
at Antwerp, and vouched by Theobald, archbishop 
of Bisonti, John, bishop of Cambray, and confirmed 
by Pope Eugenius and Clement VIII., since they are 
all three also approved by miracles; are left uncen~ 
sured to the piety and veneration of the faithful ; it 
being certain that the same power that maketh his 
body to be and exist at the same time in different 
places, may exert itself, in like manner, as to this 
most precious and holy relic. 

Several drops of Christ's blood, on different occa- 
sions; as his circumcision, bearing his cross, and 
Crucifixion, — purchased at a vast price, and brought 
by the Fathers the Jesuits from Rochel : several 
small phials of it from Mantua ; larger vessels of it 
from St. Eustachius's, in this city of Rome ; mixed 
with water as it came from his side, from St. John 
Lateran in this city. 

His cradle and manger, very much decayed. — 
Ditto, a pailful of the water of Jordan, where he was 
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baptywd, freeb and clear to tjiip day, f m&vm C*w- 

The water^pote of the marriage at Cauain Galilee 
— N.B. These are not the pots shewu at Pisa, pte* 
niaci, and Andegavi, but the true original op*s, 

Crumbs of the bread that fed five tbou&aitd t 
B#ma ad Maria Nw#. 

A bough of the tree carried by Christ entering 
Jerusalem in triumph, the leaves almost fresh 4*11 f 
from Spain, ad Salvatoris. 

The table on which Christ ate the last $upp$F, a 
little decayed : at Rome, St. John Late ran, 

Some of die bread which he then brofc: fro^* 
Spain, ad SalvaUmt. 

The cup he then drank out of, a#4 gave to his di|H 
ciples : ad Maria Insulana, jifar Lyons. 

The sacrament of his body fmd blood, frpi» $rp{k 
sels. — (I can *s$ure your Lordship that tfiis iff #0 
more than a [Jain ivory ball ) 

The towel with which he wipsd Ms di#cipl^ feet, 
very rotten: Rome. 

Part of the money paid Judas. AJalchuss lantr 
born, some of the panes cracked, wd the door qpjte 
decayed : from St. Denis. 

The following most holy #tyd previous relics y*yt$ 
brought to Rome! by the blessed Father Fjapote 
Visconti, by order of the Pope, froffi Aquisgrannw^ 
Aken ; 

Part pf th$ wood of the cross, ^ little decayed J 
and a nail of the same. 

Some of the manna in the wUdepwftss ; mtd of the 
blossoms of Aaron's rod. 

# 3 
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Part of Uie sudarium, of the reed, and spunge of 
*mt Saviour. 

A girdle of our Saviour's, and another of the Vir- 
ftn's, little worn. 

The cord with which Christ was bound at his 
passion, very fresh. 

Some of the hair of St. John Baptist A ring of 
the chain of St. Peter. 

Some of the blood of St Stephen ; and the oil of 
St Catherine. 

The arm of St Simeon, ill kept. The image of 
the blessed Virgin, drawn by St. Luke ; the features 
all visible. 

The relics of St. Spes, or St Hope. Some of the 
hair of the blessed Virgin. 

One of her combs, brought originally from Basan- 
$on in Burgundy ; and twelve combs of the twelve 
apostles, all very little used : originally from Lyons. 

The iftdmitm> or shift, of the blessed Virgin, when 
mt Saviour was born. 

The swathes in which our Saviour was wrapped 
the night of his nativity. 

The holy Knen-cloth upon which St. John Baptist 
wafe beheaded ; wants new hemming and darning. 

The cloth with which our Saviour was covered 
when he hung on the cross. 

The brains of St. Pfeter, from Geneva.— Note. 
These are the individual brains which that arch- 
tieretic Calvin declared were a mere pumice-stone, 
sinning against God, the holy apostle, and his own 
&dtiL 

The following most venerable relics were bought 



Digitized by Google 



12 A CATALOGUE OF THE 

at, and brought from, Prague, to this cijty, by the 
reverend Father Priuli, Jesuit, commissioned and 
authorised by the Pope: 

The head and arm of the blessed Longinus, Some 
relics of Abraham, Isaac, and Jacob. 

The arm and some part of the body of Lazarus ; iH 
kept, and smells. 

Two pieces of two girdles of the blessed Virgin. , 

A part of the body of St Mark ; and a part of hia 
Gospel, of his own hand-writing, almost legible. 

A piece of St. John the Evangelist's coat. A piece 
of the staff of St. Peter ; and another piece of the 
staff of St. Paul. : 

A part of St. Peter'* chain, 

A finger of St. Ann. 

A part of the blessed Virgin's vdl, as good as 
The head of St. Luke. 

(It is true there is also another in this Catalogue ; 
but both are so amply verified, — nay, avouched by 
daily miracles, — that his holiness leaves it undecided. 
Betwixt the buyer and seller be it.) 

Some of the relics of St. Catherine of Alexandria. 

The head and finger of St. Stephen: it is sup- 
posed to be his middle finger, but that is doubtful. , 

Here endeth the collection of relics from Prague. 

The staff delivered by our Lord to St. Patrick, and 
with which he drove all the venomous creatures but 
of Ireland. , r 

Eight Veronicas, or holy handkerchiefs, of our 
Lord's : one from Turin ; another from St. John d* 
Lateran ; and a third from St. Peter's, in this city ; 
another from Cadoirt, in Perigprt; a fifth frons 
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Began^on; another from Cbmpeigne; a seventh: 
from Milan ; and another from Aix-la*Chapelle. 

It is as impossible as unjust to decide which has 
the best title to be the real one, since they have all 
been received from age to age by the faithful : but r as 
that of Cadoin hath fourteen bulls in its favour, and 
the rest but one or two, (though that of Turin {fto- 
duceth four in its behalf,) we leave it undecided. 
This we do the rather, as the prayera and devotions 
of the pious have probably sanctified them all equally ; 
and, moreover, it is possible that they have been mi- 
raculously multiplied by the goodnfesg of God, for the 
support and aid of the faithful, as the loaves and the 
fishes were to the hungry Jews. 
v The most holy fore-finger of John the Baptist, with 
which he pointed to Christ : brought from Jerus&lemf 
to Malta, by the brothers of St. John's Hospital, and 
since to this city. 

The holy Sindon, 6r linen in which Christ's body 
was buried : from Turin. 

The dish in which Christ ate th£ paschal lamb, 
made all of one emerald : from Genoa. 

A nail of our Saviour's cross : fixed formerly on the 
church-roof of Milan, and brought hither. 

Another ; being one of those which the Empress 
Helena ordered to be wrought up into the cheek of a 
bridle for the Emperor Constantine; and a third, 
which was thrown into the Adriatic sea in st vast 
storm, to appease it, as it actually did: taken up 
since in a fisherman's net, and brought to this 
city. 

The stone upon which Abraham offered to sacrifice 

c 
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hfe son ; and another stone, on whith our Lord watt 
placed when he was presented iit the temple: 

The top of the lance with which Christ's aide Was 
pierced. 

The smock of St Prisca, in which she wa» mar- 
tyred 1700 years ago : something dfecayed. 

A. thorn of that crown' of thorris which tords put oifr 
our Saviour's head. 

The head of the woman of Sanitaria, rtho was M&t 
verted by our S&viotir : decayed, but pidinJy a h8ad 
still. 

The arm of St. Ann, mother of the blessed Virgin; 
and the chain of St. Paul. 

Scala Sancta ; or the twentyMeight steps off whiter 
marble oh which Christ was led up in hi 3 passion to 
Pilate's house, arid on which visibly appear the marks 
of his blood : sent by Helena, frbm Jerusalem, td the 
Emperor Constantine. 

A, picture of our Lord, said to be begun by St. 
Luke, but finished by an angel : tir, as others say, St 
Luke prepared to draw it, but, falling to his praters 
to God that he might draw his Son aright, whefr he 
arose, he found the picture finished. 

The holy crib of our SavioUr : very dd and tedder. 

Here follows some most venerable relics, brought 
hither from Vbnlce by the aforesaid Father Fraitels 
Viscbnti. 

A thorn of th£ crofra 6f thorns ; a finger of St. 
Mary Magdalen. 

A piJejce of St. John Baptist's skull ; a tooth of St. 
Mark, a little rotten ; also one of his fingers, and his 
ring with a stone m it 
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A i pieee ; of St John Baptist's h^bit ; Mine of the 
Vwgin'a h^r, 

; 3Fh$ wm& f*f £t Peter, wry rusty and old. 
-A pisw of CJhriat's white robe, when he was setM 
nought by Herod. 

One of the stones with which St. Stephen was 
stoned. 

Some of St. Joseph's breath, which an angel en- 
closed in a phiaj, as he was cleaving wood violently; 
which was so long adored in France, and since 
btought to: Venice, and from Venice to this city. 
. Tbei head of St Dennis ; which he carried two 
miles, after it was cut off, under his arm, from 
Monlnaartre to St Dennis. 

The rock which Moses struck in the wilderness, 
with the three holes in it, of the diameter of a goose- 
quill, out of which the water issued for the six hun- 
dred thousand Israelites and their cattle. — Here endeth 
the list of the relics from Venice. 
; A piece of the rope Judas hanged himself with: 
firom Amras, near Inspruck. 

Bart of the crown of thorns, from Paris ; several 
single thorns, from different places, — Compostella, 
Toulouse, and this city : to be sold separately. 

The reed given our Lord for a sceptre : Rome, St 
John Lateran. 

His holy cross : a great part of it from Jerusalem ; 
wore of it from Constantinople ; more from Paris. 

Several nails belonging to it : two from Rome, two 
'from Venice, one from Colen, two from Paris, one 
from Sienna, one from Naples, one from St Dennis, 
pne from the Carmelites at Paris.— N. B. We say. in 

c2 
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thip, a* aforesaid, which $re the right nails He only 
knows whose body they pierced; but die vouohere 
and certificates for all are to be seen, proved, and 
examined : let the purchasers determine according to 
the truth. 

L The title fastened to the cross, fair and legible, 
and thought to be Pilate's hand-writing: from Tou- 
louse. 

, The sponge that was dipped in vinegar, and given 
to our Lord : Rome. Another, from Cassini. 

The point of the lance, three of them : one ori- 
ginally of Rome, another from Paris, a third from 
Xaintonge; aH properly vouched and evidenced. 
The church herein decides nothing, but modestly 
saith, Caveat emptor. 

The footsteps which our Lord left in the rock on 
his ascension : Rome. 

The marks of his seat made in the rock by his 
resting : from Rheims. 

Four crucifixes, whose beards grow regularly; 
seven that have spoke on several occasions ; ten more 
that wept often, and bitterly on Good Fridays, and on 
the success of heretics in their wars with Catholics. 

Five others that have stirred and moved on diffe- 
rent accidents, four of them equal to any in the 
Christian church ; six more that have groaned, smiled, 
and nodded, — all vouched authentically, very little 
inferior to the former, except the freshest being the last, 
made. 

Another crucifix, which, having had his leg broke 
by accident, stunk so grievously that all the people in 
the church were obliged to hold their noses, till, 
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proper remedies being applied, the bone knit again; 
though the place where the broken parts joined is 
still visibly thicker and larger, and that leg near two 
inches shorter than the other. 

Another crucifix from Trent, under which the sy- 
nod was sworn and promulgated, and which bowed its 
head to testify the approbation which it gave* to the 
learned decrees of that holy assembly.— N.B. As no 
0 man could ever tell what this crucifix was made of, 
so it is much doubted by the faithfal if ever it were 
made by hands : it worketh unheard-of miracles. 
. Another crucifix, from St. Dominic the Greater in 
Naples, which spoke one day to St. Thomas Aquinas, 
" Thou hast well written of me, Thomas." 

Another, from the church of the* Benedictines in 
Naples, which held twice two long conversations with 
his holy vicegerent, Pope Pius V.of blessed memory; 
and another of St. Mary of the Carmelites, of the 
same city, which bowed its head at the sight of a 
cannoa-bullet, which was shot at him in 1439, (when 
Don Pedro of Arragon besieged that city,) and only 
struck off the crown. — N.B. To cover his head, being 
very bald, there is a peruke of the hair of the Virgin 
fitted to it, to bfe taken off in hot weather. 

An image of Christ, made by himself, and sent to 
King Algarus from St. Silvester: in the Field of 
Mars ia this city. 

Another, made by angels : from the chapel of the 
$ancta Sanctorum, in this city ; and a crucifix, which 
was begun to be painted by Nicodemus, but finished 
by angels: from the cathedral of St. Martin, at 
Lucca. 

3 
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. N. B. AH theafe crucifixes have wrought greet jni-t 
racles withm these fifty or sixty years. 

Large parcels of the blessed Virgin's hair, all of 
one colour : from Pari* and several plates leas known, 
and much of it of this city, 

* Great quantities of her milk, gathered from many 
places ; some; batter and a small cheese made of it, 
that never decays nor corrupts: from Mexico, in 
America. 

Her slipper, and one of he* *hoes.~N.:B. This is 
the -original shoe, which the famous Rivet, in his 
Apology for the Virgin, (lib. xk chap. 9^) was pos- 
sessed of, and had tiie figure of it engraved, and -pub- 
lished with licence; and in the middle of the sole 
this is written, u The measure of the most holy foot 
of our Lady ; and then ibVews, ^Pbpe John XXIL 
hath granted to those who; shall thrice kiss it, <aad 
rehearse three ave-merias with devotion to her Messed 
honour and reverence, that they shall gain seven 
hundred years of pardon, end be freed from many 
«ins." (I must add here, my Lord, w&at all the 
learned y and even those who have only seen the cut 
of it published by Rivet, know to be true, that the 
exact measure of this blessed shoe is just seven and a 
sfufcrter of jour inches ; which 1 hint to your Lordship, 
because some well-shaped Catholic ladies may be 
much rejoiced in case their feet should tally with this 
•measure. 

Her needle* thread, and qttasillutn : Hobe. Her 
picture, by St. Luke : Romce ctd Mario, Inviolate. 

Another by the same hand of that holy evangelist ; 
Roma ad Marice novas. 
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A third from Cambray. — N. Br Though some Ca- 
tholics maintain St. Luke only, painted one, yet, tt» 
these are eaeh of them unquestionably vduched, tod 
thai allowing Sk Luke was a painter as well as a 
physician, it is but reasonable to suppose he should 
have painted more than one ; his holiness, by the an- 
nexed bull, has thought it expedient to warrant them 
all for original* of the same divine pencil. 

St Michael s dagger and. buclder : Magni Mi- 
chaelds apud Carcassanenses. 
* St John Baptist's face, very * little the worse for the 
keeping: Gambits ad Joannis An gelid. 

The hand, and part of his head without a face : 
from Malta. 

Others, ditto: from Nemours. His brain, very 
well dried and preserved : Nomi Rantrotiemis. 

His whole head : Rome, from the convent of St. 
Sylvester.— As to these two heads, the pious reader 
is referred to the foregoing apology for the two heads 
of St. Luke. It is true, Gregory Nazianzen has de* 
dared, that his bones were buried by the Donatists, 
so that nothing remained but a piece of his skull J 
but it is absurd to compare the authority of him, or 
one hundred such Fathers, with the authority of the 
church alid her sacred traditions. At the same time, 
far be it from the modesty of the holy see to maintain 
he had two ; but both are so amply vouched and ve- 
rified, that it is presumptuous to decide for either. 
Let us say rather, with Cardinal Baronius, in the 
sentiments of a truly pious mind, allowing a mistake 
in such cases, " Quicquid sit, fides pur gat facings 
It is not the head of the saint we adore, but the f$ith 
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for which he died.— (Behold, my Lord, what delicate 
plaster of faith here is for the wounds of idolatry.) * 

A second fore-finger of St. John Baptist, with 
which he pointed at our Saviour, and said, cc Ecce 
agues Dei" &c. : from Toulouse. 

As £ood a one from Lyons; another from Flo*' 
rence, wants the nail. 

Another from Genoa, mightily damaged. — N.B. 
Though these are not maintained to be fore-fingers, 
yet they are indubitably the real fingers of the saint; 
and be they anathema and accursed who say other- 
wise, wounding the sides of the church through these 
her blessed relics. 

His ashes : Rome, St. Johta Lateran. More of 
them from Genoa, very safe and dry. 

Some of the blood of our Saviour as he hung on 
the cross, gathered in a glove by Nicodemus ; which, 
being thrown by him into the sea, for fear of thef 
Jews, was cast up, after many ages, on the coast of 
Normandy, and found out by a duke of that country 
as he was hunting, by the hunted stag and dogS all 
kneeling quietly about it : from the Abbey dii Bee, 
in Normandy, which the duke built for it, and where 
it wafe kept till now, and the said history recorded. 

St. Peter and St. Paul's bodies, mixed together : 
one half belonging to St. Peter's, the other half from 
St. Paul's, at Rome ; both equally divided, weighed- 
by Pope Sylvester. — N.B. That moiety at St. Peter's, 
with some other precious relics, is not to be disposed 
of to any person whatever, but to remain to the 
church. 

Both their heads, from St. John Lateran : Rome. 
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A toe, a finger, and a slipper, of St Peter ; all in 
good condition : Rome. 

- His episcopal chair, wants a foot ; his vestments, 
want mending and darning greatly, but it would be 
dangerous, the cloth is so sadly decayed. 

His rochet, which he always used to say mass in, 
and especially in this city, when he was here ; much 
torn, and greatly damaged by time : all at Rome. 

Another chain, and another sword, of this blessed 
apostle, when in prison : all at Rome, from St. Petri 
ad Viiicula. ." ; 

: A shoulder of St Paid: Rome. St. Bartholo-; 
mew's body. Three of them : one from Naples ; 
another, fully as well saved, from St. Bartholomew's 
in this city; and a third from Toulouse, very ten- 
der, and not well dried, but plainly his own. — N. B. 
These different bodies are as hard to have any thing 
determined about them as the duplicates aforesaid. 
They are well vouched by ancient and unquestionable 
tradition, and all proper depositions and certificates ; 
and it suits better with good faith and good manners 
to leave such perplexed difficulties in suspense, as 
the holy church and our religious ancestors have de- 
livered them down to us, (however ambiguous and 
incomprehensibly obscure,) than that the: temerity of 
these days should overturn the piety of the former. 
Let the buyers examine, and judge: to the best/ of 
their faith and knowledge, and remember, as they are 
blessed who believe thdugh they saw not, so much 
more blessed are they who believe piously and can- 
didly even against that which they do see. 
% TJie skin which was flayed off tins blessed apostle, 

D 
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in a pad Condition, at*d aeriiething ifttben: fitom 

Poictiers. 

Another of them ; prdbably, from one of the afore- 
said bodies, but wants the ,fetee$ 9 though tetter 
preserved by a great deal : Rome.' 
. St Matthias's head : . Rwme Petri q4 VimukL 
i His rib, shonlder y a^m^ cta£ fodt^aud a piece of 
another ; all of them kept uioiM, and strongly seeded : 
from Paris, Aquae Sextiae, and othe,r places of equal 
credit. 

Another skin of St. Bartholomew; in all human 
probability, flayed off one 6f thd bedies , afotesaid : 
from Pisa. . / 

His head, and Another member; but hard to say 
what it is, , it is so much disfigured by time, aad the 
zealous devotion of pidus pilgrims and visitants: 
from Pisa also. 

St Matthfew's blessed bones : Treviris* Hw left 
arm: from Casini. 

His right arm : Rdnue ad Marcelli. Another arm 1 
Romce ad NicolaL — We have said enough on. these 
duplicates already. 

The complete body of St. Anne, the blessed Virgin'* 
mother : Apt& oppi do Prpvpicid. 

Another : from: . Matrix Insulame? '. Lyons. , Her 
head: Treviris. Another. 

Other head* : Turgrii apud Jukaoemis, <A third: 
Ajmpbergtc oppido Tkttringice. — We have skid above! 
what is abundantly sufficient to ease the minds fof 
truly pious, though scrdpulous, Christians, concent-* 
ing these vexatious difficulties. The faithful and 
sincerely religious person will ask no more hereupon ; 
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and vm speak riot to schismatics, heretics, and un- 
believers, as gangrened members cut off from the 
Ipody *rf the holy, church, to their eternal destruction. 
, JSt. 'Magdalen's body : Veskcdi prope Akissio- 

. Another body of bet: but, as this is not well 
vouched, having but twenty depositions, and those 
not fully confirmed by oral tradition, and the con- 
stant testimony of tha church, and the devotion of 
her Mthful ; sons, we candidly and, ingenuously de- 
clare our not being perfectly satisfied in this parti- 
cular relic ; which yet we would oot cast out, lest we 
should scandalize the devout Catholics who have so 
long venerated iti apud sttn~ Ma&iminum oppidb 
Pravinciee. 

Her head, and the mark of the blow given her by 
our Lord on the cheek, when she would have touched 
him, as he said — Noli me tangere: the blow very 
plain still ; the head but xtf order. 

.Great quantities. of her hair, near twenty pounds i 
from many places.^-N.B. Though this quantity is 
large, there is nothing therein to give the least offence 
to the faithful ;. for en all dead bodies, and much 
more on those of the saints, the hair, even after death, 
grows most exuberantly ; by which means, probably, 
these quantities haye been prpduced. 

The holy spousal ring, with which the blessed 
Virgin was espoused to Joseph ; for which the Clu- 
sians and Periisians waged such war here in Italy, as 
history mentions : from Perugia. 

The bodies of the three kings, or magi,— Mel-. 
$hior, Jasper, ami Belthazar; all perfectly fresh 

d2 
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apd fair, and good liking: from Colen, or Co- 
logne. 

Three other bodies of the same, kings, fully as fair, 
and as well preserved, except the nose, the right eye, 
and a part of the left foot, of King Jaspar: froth 
Milan, ad Emtorgii. — We shall be altogether silent 
on these six bodies, belonging (that is, universally 
agreed, by infallible tradition,: to belong) to these 
three kings ; and shall content ourselves with refer- 
ring the pious reader, and especially if a purchaser, 
to the foregoing apologies. Blessed be the care of 
the Empress Helina, to whom we and the Christum 
church are indebted for these precious relics, by her 
sending them to Constantinople I and surely it is 
much better to have six bodies disputing for this 
honour than none at all, 

The knife used at tne circumcision of otir Lord : 
from Compendium. 

The stone on which St. Peter's cock crew, and the 
column which was cleft asunder from top to bottom 
on the day of the passion ; and the stone cm which 
Pilate's soldiers cast lots for Christ's garment : all 
from St. John de Lateran in this city. 

St. Stephen's body : from St. Stephen's at Rome. 
. Several parcels of the bodies of the Innocents: 
from France, Germany, and Italy. TesticuU eomm ; 
from Friburgh, in Brisgaw. 

St. Laurence's body, from his church in this city; 
together with a vessel full of his broiled flesh ; and 
another full of his fat when broiling on the fire : from 
the same. 

The gridiron on which he suffered martyrdom; 
3 
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6itd the coals wherdwith this blessed -martyi: was 
broiled to death for the faith: from St. Eustachius's, 
in this city. 

Four bodies of St. Sebastian: one from St. Lau- 
rence's, in this city ; another from SoissoftS ; a third 
froiri a town iiear Narbdnhe; his native country; ittid 
the fourth from Peligttum, apod Ahnoncos^lt is 
not to be denied, these undmtiugufehable duplicates 
do return too frequently ; but our former defences, 
and the confusion and too forward zeal of those 
darker times, must, and (if he be faithful and pious) 
will, content the reader and buyer. Let us only add, 
*which is a point full of comfort, that the prayers of 
the church, and the devotion of her religious children, 
have so far consecrated the mistakes of their fore- 
fathers, that all must allow that each of these bodies 
have wrought most prodigious miracles, of which the 
proper certificates remain with each of them. 

A head of the same glorified saint : at St. Peter's 
in this city. 

Another head of his, belonging most certainly to 
one of the above carcasses : from Magdeburgh. 

A third head of his, in like manner (as is to be 
believed) severed from another of the said bodies: 
procured from the Dominicans at Toulouse, who 
recovered it at the immense expense of a tedious 
law-suit 

Four of his arms; one from the Dominicans: 
Andegavi. 
A second, from Toulouse, ad Saturnini. 
A third, from the town Casedei, in Avertria, 
And a fourth, from Monbrison, 
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Several pf> (be arrows f he § hpt and cjrneHy 
mar tyred with : Lambesii, in Proving*. ' , 

More of them, from the Augustine friars, iuJPoic- 
tiers. .• 

f&yeral ebedttf full of the skiv^n tb^^nd virgin: 
froip Colen, St. Dennis, the. monastery of Maraan ifc 
^lafiders v and many otlier pl^ee^ where the' bodies^ 
those wonderful seinte were dispersed. 

The boaeo-of Abraham* &*ac, and Jaoob; yery 
eeund and ^ll fcept : itonte, jtfcn^ 
t?om. 

One of Aaron's wds: P^ris, Saeii *oc$Ui< 1 

Solomon's candlestick, fronT Prague. S^ine of the 
oil ctf the holy sepulchre's temp, -whicfc, every Easter 
Sunday, biases op of itpt}f; before the eyes >of 
truly faithftjl : got from the altar of St. Johft. 

TJbe rmg of St. Thomafik^Becket, the M<$jBed 
martyr, who rebelled , against 1ms prince, ta serve the 
holy see and the cause of trtrth. 

His rochet, sprinkled with his blood when mur- 
dered, so as never to be washed but 

His hair-shirt; the same which Gononus-s Chro-* 
nicon; assures us, the blessed Virgin sewed herself 
for him, and then hid it under his bed : all from the 
mastery of St. Martin in Arftpis, with an authen^ 
tie Catalogue of >ixtynseven ijiira^les wrought by 
them. 

St. Appolonia's; head and arm , one jaw, i&nd several 
of her teeth : from two or three different churched in 
this city, 

Her mouth, part; of her jaw, and one of her blessed 
teeth ; from Volaterjse, in JStturia. 
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, Sev^nJ mcnre of her teeth, and t her lower jaw : 
from. Boncmia ; whetie they Used to.bef solemnly ;ve* 
Bended the 9th of February each year, by the Pope's 
legate,, or vice-legate* 

* A p»t of her jaw,, from Antwerp j, where frequent 
miracles were wrought by it. 

At part iof her tooth, fropi Mechlin ; and several 
whole ones, from Flanders. 

. A remarkable portion of her lower jaw, from Ar* 
tois. . 

: .Four otfier teeth, a rib, another toothy and her 
shoulder-blade : from Colea. 

Another jaw, from the Carthusians \. a tooth, front 
St Maurice s church ; and another lower jaw, from 
St, Alban s, all in the same city. 

Another of her teeth, and some other blessed relics 
of h6rd : from the church of St Roch in Lisbon, &nd 
from Plaeentia in Spain. 

St. Anthony's beard; from Colen; and a remarks 
able part of his, head. 

His tongue, blessed for ever : from Padnai^N.B. 
This is the same tongue which St Bonaventure, 
thirty years after his death, found in his ashes, i*ill 
fresh, and fiiU of juice and biood ; which, before die 
magistrates, he reverently took up and kissed ^ say- 
ing, " O blessed tongue ! which always; did. bless 
God, And taught others to bless him ; now it Appears 
of what merit thou wast :" and so delivered it to 
them to be laid up again Jtfith his holy ashes ; as the 
famous Mendozius tells us. 

The hay found in the cratch where our Savkmr 
was , laid, called the holy hay : brought from Ixwrain. 
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: Moses's horns, which he had coming dtnvn from 
Mount Sinai ; and the tail of the ass our Saviour 
rode on: got ( from Genoa; and a pais of Joseph's 
breeches, very old, and much worn : from Aix. 

The navel of Joseph : from St. Mary del Popalo, in 
this city. 

The skin, or pannicle, that came out of the most 
holy body of the blessed Virgin with our Saviour, 
when he. came into the world : from the church , of 
St. Mary the Greater, in the same city. . . 

The stqne in which the same blessed Virgin, used 
to wash our Saviour's linen : brought from Constan- 
tinople. 

A tear which Christ shed over Lazarus, enclosed 
in a little crystal by an angel, who made a present of 
it to St. Mary Magdalen. 

Another from the Benedictine's convent at Ven- 
dome, in France. — N.B. This is the very tear which 
the teamed Pere Mabillon wrote so admirable a 
treatise in defence of, to the honour of God and the 
holy church. . 

But, my Lord, I proposed to entertain you* 9M I 
am but tormenting you with such a recital of the* 
superstitious dreams and inventions of these formal 
hypocrites; whose godliness is gain, and who, under 
the pretence and cloak of exterior sanctity, and high 
veneration for such holy trumpery, seek only Wealthy 
ease, apd profit, and mate a god of their belljy and 
their sacriligious gain. 

I shall,, therefore, Jeave the bulky remains of this 
amazing catalogue, till I know how your Lordship 
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relishes this which I send you ; and shall only men- 
tion to you, that, from the beginning to the end of 
it, on the strictest examination, that I do not recol- 
lect one relic the original of which, at least, has not 
been actually venerated, and almost worshipped, 
these several hundred years, by this blind and deluded 
people, except that one of the cheese and butter made 
of the Virgin's milk, which is said never to corrupt, 
and to have been brought from Mexico. Amongst 
all the rest, there are but a very few which I have 
not been at the pains to search for, and have really, 
with these eyes, seen in different authentic lists of 
relics, shewn at Rome and other places, and either 
mentioned by her own writers, or men of honour and 
truth, who assert they have seen them in their travels. 
So that I can aver, there are few or none inserted in 
this list which were not publicly known and exposed 
to the veneration of pious Catholics. 

I have made bold to add a few notes to seveteFof 
them, that deserved remarks on such impostures and 
fables. For, alas ! if all these relics, and the infinite 
number of miracles wrought by them, were fairly to 
be examined and brought to the proof before equitable 
judges, as the temples in Greece and Asia, ivho set 
up asylums, were, by the Roman senate in Tiberius's 
time, how many of them would be obliged, either 
quietly to give up all their pretensions, or to maintain 
them by some silly odd tale or other, as most of the 
defenders of the temples were forced to do ; as Ta- 
citus assures us in the third of his Annals, cap. 60, 
61,62. 

But, if this were the case, this juggling [church, 

E 
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which, like a true quack, makes use of infallibility 
and authority as a certain cure for every sore, has 
provided a sufficient remedy, though all her relic* 
should be proved counterfeit ; and that is, by deter^ 
mining that such superstitious relics may really work 
actual miracles, because the good intentions of those 
who piously have recourse to them procure them that 
blessing from God, as a reward for their devotion. 
She actually teaches this doctrine, my Lord, which, 
solves all difficulties on this point; and, what is 
more, she is believed : her confidence in deceiving, 
and the credulity of her people in believipg, answer-* 
ing like two tallies, and makes one oftqn remember 
the famous axioms-Homo est ammd vreduhm et 
mendax. 

In the mean time, what a crowd of terrible reflec- 
tions must this scene of things raise in every honest 
and ingenuous breast, to see this infallible church 
abusing the purity and excellence of genuine Chris- 
tianity, and the common sense of mankind, with 
imposing on them such a heap of senseless fictions 
and silly baubles, not only for their belief, but evm 
for their veneration and homage. With what indig- 
nation! with what resentment! with what honest 
scorn! must every considering Catholic, Christian,, 
that has not blindly give# vp his senses and reason, 
(the only evidence to which our blessed Saviour ap~ 
pealed for the truth of his miracles), to her ground* 
less and usurped authority, lpok on such horrid trifling 
both with our religion and understanding? 

Can one bear, without grief and torment of heart,- 
to. see this church of Christ exceeding, in the foppery 

3 
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and folly of such conduct, the greatest absurdities of 
the Heathen and Turkish superstition; and at the 
same time, by infinite insidious arts and horrible 
treasons, as well as furious persecutions and open 
wars, attempting daily against the authority of all 
Protestant princes, and the peace and prosperity of 
their subjects in this world, and giving up both of 
them in the next to eternal damnation, for daring to 
question her power, or to dissent from her opinions? 

After saying this, can I add (without lamenting 
the blindness, the meanness, the dishonesty of man- 
kind !) that Popish princes will probably, for political 
views and worldly motives, to keep their subjects in 
complete ignorance and degrading slavery, never fail 
to combine together in supporting her authority, 
though in their hearts they may despise or renounce 
it : and consequently they will, in all likelihood, by 
enlarging her power and joining in the scheme of her 
infinite policy, perpetuate their own unreasonable 
slavery, and her ridiculous empire, to the end of the 
world, and this wretched scene of wickedness, and 
folly, and falsehood, below ! 

I am, my Lord, 

Your Lordship's, &c. 



THE END. 
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